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THE 
Scotch So 


concerning the Kings ( oronation Oath. 


B=—_—rFEntlemen, & fellow Souldiers,though as-a Scotch- 
I Dae man] may be -plaine, and a Souldier blunt, yet (I 
Y hope)as a Chriſtian I ſhall be honeſt,and as a Sag» 
Les) jctloyall inthe expreſſion of that duty,which by. 
the Lawsof God, of nature, of the Kingdome, of- 
gratitude, and of humanity 1s due to one, who is 
by Soyeraigne Majeſty our King, by birth our Countryman, by edu+: 
cation a Proteſtant, by profeſſion, and actions a molt pious Prince, - 
and by 'Iis gratizous compliance with us confident in our loyalty, ;: 
the confluence .of which obligements hath made allthe powers of 
heaven, and catth to {tandas it were in amaze, being big withex- 
peRations to {ce how: well or iilwe deport our ſelves inthis buli- 
neſſe- of {uch high.concernment. Who knowes but that the divine 
providence-bath ſenc bis Majeſty to us, that we might be made the 
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happy inſtruments of a wellgrounded peace, and of reſtoring Re- - 


ligion to its purity, the Churchto its Rights, the King to his Prero- 
gative, .and Lawes|to.their chanel; the Nobility, and Gentry to- 
their honours and eliates, and the people: to their Liberties :.if we 
reſolve-upon'theſe things, we may crownour Nation with honour, 
but, if yaworthy thoughts, poſleſſeour ſoules, we may jultly feare, 
that ( although ſalvation may come ſome other way, ) yet we, and 


our party (ball, periſh»; Ic is tae. that we have,an hardgameto play, 


but having che chicfetriumphtrump in our owne hands, beſidgs to 
many honours, we ſhall prove but j}l Gameſters, if we be not gain- 
ers by the deale, and give Religion and Jaltice their due, befides 
the {faving,of our owneltakes : but forthe efteRing'/hereot ic behog- 


vethus to-Jooke with our) owne eyes, and notthrough tholeſpeRa- 
ue. 


cles, or proſpecives through which _ preſent rhatters 
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- of all this War was to fetch the King from his evill Councelloursto 
bis Parliament of England ;” his Ma)eſty very often, (yea evenbe- 
neath the dignity of fo greata Pfnce)defired to comply with them, 
but they inſtead of accepting his Majeſty, veted him a Priſoner ; his 
Majeſty having honoured us with his Royall preſence, there are 
nowno evill Councellabrs: about hifn,” there are ne Armies toani- 
mate his non-compliance: what is novy the rock of offence: beleeve 
it{all the-circnm(ſtances of this War-conſidered Jwe may jultly feare 
that we have been made but aſtale to the deſigns of ,thoſe ſeditious 
Schiſmaticks, whoare now the obſtacles of the Kingdomes peace, 
and that they /like the Ape) made uſe of the Cats foot to plucke 
thoſe Cheſnuts out of the fire, which themſelves had defigned for 


their owne palat z It behooves us now duly to examine the buſis, 


neſſe,and we are bound (according to the truſt repoled in us by his 
Majelty ):o vindicate his Majelties Rights,. and to ſee himreſtored 
co all his legall Prerogatives:: but ſhall I tell you the true cauſes of 
this preſent difference, and that which we may upon good grounds 


ſalſpe& to be the true occalion of this moſt horrid, and unnatural 


War? His Majelty at his Coronation 1n England tooke an Oath in 
theſe words: 1 will maintaine, and preſerve to you (the Biſhops) 
and to the Churches committed to your charges, all Canonicall 
Privileges,and I will be your proteQor,and detenderto my f metntrs 
by the aſfiſtance of God, as every good King in his Kingdome in 
right ought to'defend the Biſhops, and Churches under their go- 
vernment : then (laying his hand on the Book on-the Communion 
Table )He faithzthele things I have before promiſed I ſhal performe 
and keep, ſo help me God, and the Contents of this Bouoke, Here 
is an Oath able to (trike terroar and amazement intothe hearts of 
all, (the due circumſtances thereof being conſidered) as well as 
feare and reverence jn his Majeſty about the'performance of the 
ſame: it istaken by Gods Anointed, in Gods Houſe, at Gods Ta-' 
ble, upon Gods Booke, teadred by Gods Miniſters, to defend Gods 
Rights, in the preſence of Gods people, and that with the impre- 
cation of Gods chrſes,and forfeiture of Gods bleſſings; fo that if 
over any Oath could properly, by way of. eminency, be called the 
Oath of God, this is it : His Majeſty therefore out of his Princely 
piety (conceiving hinaſelfe bound in duty to God, in honour to the 
Church, in Juſtice to his ſabjecs, and in vobedicnce. to Chriſtian 
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principles to maintaine his Oath, ) refuſeth to conſent to the root 
and branch'bills againſt the Epiſcopacy: but ſome(whom I willnot 
name) forgetfull of his Majeſties honour, and conſcience, and re- 
ſolving to execute their owne defignes in altering the government 
of the Church, have raiſed a Militia, and: called us into their 
ayd, therevy to force a compliance from his Majeſty, and the Roy» 
all Party, with them. And now what foyle is not aſtoniſhed ? what 
heart doth not bleed ? whoſe cares doe not tingle?to heare that we 
(unhappy we) ſhould, under the pretence of holy Covenants, be 
made the inſtruments of ſuch horrid impierſes? What coul1 the de- 
vill, and all the ftiends of hell have thought on more impious then 
perjury * what more obnoxious to the Church of God then Sacri- 
lege? what more rebellious then by force of Armes to compell the 
King to both ? what more blaſphemouus to God, and ſcandalous to 
Chriit:anity, then to do all theſe things under the name & pretence- 
of Religion ? what, was God the God of truth when he gave us 
the Precept of performing all our Vowes,and is henow become the 
God of Perjurie? did God deteſt the withholding of Tythes, and 
Offerings, as robbery dune to himicife,and is he now become a Pa- 
tron of Sacrilege? did he enjoyne ſubjeion to Superiours as to his 
owne Ordinances, and that upon paine of damnation, and 1s he 
now become a Generall to Rebels, whereby to force the King 
againſt his Oath,and Conſcience? Heare © heavens, and hearken 5 
carth, if ever any ſuch thing were committed, that a great Coun- 
ceil of a Kingdome, of Chriſtians, of Proteſtants, of Subjects, of 
thoſe that were {worne to defend the Kings rights, ſhould conunte- 
nance tumults, connive at aflaults upon his Majeſty, examine the 
circumitances of his Birth to prove Baſltardy in -him, that thereby 
they might remove him, and his Royall Poſterity, from the Crown, 
ratie a Militia againſt him, yote him that be was feduced by evill 
Coualell, that he ſought the deſtruction of the Parliament, to bri 
in Popery, and to rule by an arbitrary way, vote his Royall Conſort 
to de guilty of high Treaſcn for her loyalty, murder his Nobility, 
deltroy his Gentry, oppreſle his Subjects, wincke at the blaſphe- 
mous hew-and-cries of Bricannicas,and vote his Majeſty to priſon, 
becauſe out of a pious, and Princely reſolutien, he is fully bent to 
maintaine his Oath, rather to part from his life, and Crowne, then 
trom that Rehgion, and Government, 'both in Church and State, 
Which he is {worne, and hath fp. often deeply proteſted, and de» 
A 3 Clarcd 
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clared to maintaine, GoodGol ' what ſhall we ſay to this ? whie- 
ther ſhall we cauſe our ſhame to: fliye ? to whom ſhall we appexle 
for excuſes? ſhall we aſcend up into heaven for them ? Loe there 
we (hall find all the Saints, and Angels of God,who continually be- 
hold the face of their heavenly Father, deteſting thoſe new do- 
Arines of forcing the Kings conſcience contrary to his Oath;zas ſuch 
whereof all the a0 qe Prophets,and Martyrsof God were 
formerly ignorant.Shall we appeale unto men ? behold Ireland con- 
quered, our owne Country up in Armey, the greateſt part of the 
Nobility, and Gentry, and all the heads'of the Univerſities, to- 
gether with the learned part of the Clergie of England, detefting 
our ations with as much abomination, as ever the Egyptians 
hated the profeſſion of Shepherds : and if we had put the caſe 
at the cJeion of the Parliament members, it the King will not, 
contrary to his Oath taken at his Coronation, conſent to thepulling 
down of Epiſcopacy, and alteration of the Church Government, 
whether or no it be the Subzes minds by force of Arnies to com- 
pell him.thereunto, contrary to his Oath and conſcience, all people 
would have been ready toſtone us, as not thinking it poſlible that 
foch horrid impieties ſhould enter into the hearts,or thoughts of the 
greatCouncell of the kingdeme;and certainly if we bad ingenuoufly 
confeſſed the truth at firſt, without the cloake of a-thorough Refor- 
mation,or of fetching evill Counccllers from the King, we ſhould: 
never haveraiſed fo great a power:and if we look beyond theSeas, 
we are accounted the ſhame of Chriſtians,and the ſcorn of Chriſt i- 
anity , yea even all Proteſtant Churches (when they are really 
informed, againſt what principles we have procceded). will hate,. 
and deteſt our ations 3. ſhall we ranſacke the ſacred Scriptures?1 
have (hewed you before againſt what divine precepts we have 
proceeded: but behold there indeed the pure fountaines of 
living water blundred,and abuſed forthe juſtification ot our caule ;. 
when one ſhall tel] us, that we may fight againlt our King, becauſe 
it is written , Thou ſhalt binde their Kings in chaines,. and their 
Nobles with linckes of Iron : Another(blaſpheming the King with 
horrid {landers) ſhall conclude that Tophet was prepared of old, 
ea for the King it was prepared : And a third (as though he would 
pre-prophecye of. the Kings deſtruction) laiti, though J-ceniah 
werc the {ignet upon-my right hand, yet will Iplucke him from 
thence 3 Are not theſe horrid things, fuch.as would make a dumbe 
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man ſpeake, and a'wiſe mn Pat's with horronr and amazement ? 
It (fellow Souldiers) you intend to be ruted by the Scripttre,let me 
put you a Scripture-caſe ; in Sas leeking to make havocke of the 
Gibeonites, contrary to the Oath given them, you may oblerve, 
how this Oath was obtained by fraud,and alye; that it was exprefly 
againſt the Covenantof Promiſe given to Abrahams, Iſaac, and Ju- 
sob,and afterwards to ſoſes, Aaren,and the people; that it was gi- 
ven raſhly without asking counſell of God, and to a people by Na- 
tion Heathens, by Religion Idolaters, and by condition vaſlals, to 
be drawers of water and hewers of wood ; that what Sax/ did 
was at the leaſt 300 yeares after the Oath given, in which time 
that Oath may ſeeme to ſome to be antiquated ; and that he did it 
in zeale to the people of /ſrael ; But what the ſuccefle ? the bloud 
of the men ſhed by reaſon of this perjury cryed aloud to heaven for 
vengeance; Gods eares were opened to their cries, he puniſheth 
the whole Land with Famine, and would not be pacified but with 
the hanging up of almoſt all Saz/s polterity : are not theſe things 
written for our inſtruction ? and what judgements: (thinke we) 
ſhall attend us.if we force the King to violate that Oath, which his 
Majeſty tooke by the Lawes of the Kingdome, for the preſervation 
of Gods, and the Churches Rights, ſhall we then looke within us, 
and there make boaſts of the Spirit? but if Gods Word be the tryall 
of the Spirit, that Spirit which 1s repugnant to the Word of God 
cannot be the Spirit of God ; Gods Spirit comes to us in Truth not 
in Perjury, in meeknefle, in the forme of a Dove, not of an Eagle, 
or with Vultures tallons to ſteale fleſh from the Altar ; and we 
know this to be the difference between the Spirit of Truth, and the 
Spirit of Errour,that Truth defireth nothing but the armes of Righ- 
teouſnefle, the armes of Prayer, and teares. and rae Sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God : to tight for the profeſſion there= 
of againlt their lawfull Kings, the Doctrines of ſetting Kingdome 
againſt Kingdome,and Nation againſt Nation, by forreigae Warres, 
and of ſetting the Father againſt the Son, and the Son againſt the 
Father by civill diflentions, are the Dodtrines of thoſe falſe Chrilts, 
who ſhall deceive many, and are reſerved for the worlt of times, 
to be maintained by the worlt of men, who by their boalting of the 
Spirit. fill the Church with Hereſies, and Scbiſmes, the Kingdome 
with Rebellion,and the world with confulion : ſhall we plead the 
Votes, and Orders of the Parliament of Eng/and, or the National 

[OLCS, UG VIUULS VENLOL 5 Corenant ; 


N _ 


TY + 


('s NA_ J 
: Covenant ? what were this, but £8 ence of pulling downe 
Popery to ſet up Idolatry, and to lay aſide all the Lawes of God for 
the Covenant, and for the Votes and Orders of the Houſes ? bot if 
| the Covenant be to maintaine Religion, and the Kings honour,we 
ſhall then truly performe the Covenant in both, when wedetelt 
. thoſe Doftrines, and ations, that diſhonour God,and the King,by 
- accurſed Perjury ; and that were a Covenant with hell that ſhould 
- covenant to force the King to forſweare himſelfe. But tell me, (1 
pray you) is it the Votes, and Orders of the Houſes, and the Cove- 
nant, or the Commandements of God that (hall juſtifie or con- 
demne us the laſt day ? ſhall we plead the Lawes of England ? but 
(1 pray you ) what Lawes can be of force to mate themſelves a= 
gainlt the Lawes of God ? and what Lawes of the Kingdome were 
ever produced to juſtifie the railing of a Militia, and the calling in 
of Forraine ayde, and joyning in Covenants, thereby to force the 
Kings violation of his Coronation Oath ? Againe (it we beleeve 
them that are pcofefſed inttholſe Lawes) they lay this as a maxime, 
that no Law, Statute, or Cultome, which is either againlt the Law 
of God, or Principles of Nature, can. be of aiy validity ., or 
force, but are voyd, and cull in Law; they fay-. further ,. that 
therefore this Oath was by the Fundamentall Lawcs and con 
fiitutionsof the Kingdome preſented to his Majelty of purpoſe to 
biad his conſcience to. preſerve the Eccleſialticall Rights, for the 
comfort, and encouragement of true Pjety, and Learning. that 
as the Lawes, and Statutes of Azticuli Cleri, and other recordes 
ſhould bind,the hands of the ſubjefs, ſo this Oath ſhould binde the 
conſcience of the King from violating the Churches Rights : and 
therefore it is. expreſſed as a ſeverall Article in the Coronation- 
Oath, that the King ſhould never aſſent to any AA, that ſhould 
trench upon their Rights, and that howſocver the Kings conſcience 
was at liberty to conſent to the alteration of any other of the munij- 
cipall lawes, yet it ſhould be bound as ta. this by the eſpeciall and 
dire&t words of the Oath ; as likewiſe his Majeſty is bound by the 
words of that {)ath, to doe jaltice to all;and therefore by vertue of 
this Qath,as well asof honour and Jultice,if the Houles tender any 
Bills which his Majeſty conceives to ve againſt common right, or 
Juſtice,his Majelty is bound not to give his Majeſties Rorall alles 
thereunto, which cannot but ſtrike ainazement in all knowing men, 
that any ſhould be ſo impudently wicked, as againlt all the lights of 


God, 


(3) ba« | © bees, 


"7 


Yu ro 


God,of Nature, and the Kinddbe22 to taxe the King with perjury, 
becauſe he will not conſent to the root and branch bils againſt Epil- 
copacy; and the Royall party defires no other bappineſle then to be 
admitted to a full and free diſputation upon that point ; «nd that 
their reaſons might be publiſhed in all Churches, and declared to all 
the world, for the jultification of his Majeſties and their innocen- 
cics in this caule. Againſt this ſhall we plead the pride and arrogan- 
cie of the Biſhops and. Clergy ? but I feare this will be with grea- 
ter pride ; ſuppole ſome Biſhops and Clergy exalt themſelvgs a+ 
afnſt ſome of Gods people, mult we therefore exalt our ſelves 
againſt God, and Gods Anointed?becauſe ſome Biſhops are proud, 
muſt ye ſubjects therefore take up Armes to force the King to per- 
jury, and (acrilege ? let their infolencies be puniſhed, but let Gads 
and the Churches Rights remaine, It is granted that fame of the 
Clergy by the irregularitie of their ations,and laying clogges upon 
mens conſciences, gave a great ſcandallto the Church, but thete 
might be legally proceeded againſt; and what innovations they hai 
brought in Herne tolaw might have been reformed ; but. mult 
therefore the funRion, contrary,to all the principles of Religion, 
Law,and reaſon, be rooted out ? becauſe there was a J#445 amongſt 
the Apoſtles,did Chrilt take away the Apoltleſhip ? becaulc many 
els did rebell againt God, did God deſtroy the whole Hierar- 
chy 2 Suppoſe ſome Bilhops {ought to ſet themſelves the one at the 
right hand of the King, the other at his left, as James and Joh did 
at Chriſts ; mult theic amoition cauſe all to be deſpiſed ? If God 
ſhould root out all mankinde, becauſc ſome are moſt refratory wic- 
ked perſons, what would bzcome of us? the doctrines of roeting out 
all for the abuſes of ſome, are agrecavle neither to the precept, nor 
tterne of him, who will bave the wheat and tares grow together 
till the harveſt : andit bath forinerly been accounted the witedome 
of Parliaments to reforme abulcs by regulating, not by extirparion., 


- But yet what hath the righteous done ? whole eyes are to (welled 


with pride, or bliaded with alice, that doe not {ce how any 
Saints of God there were both of the Biſhops, Doors, and acher 
Clergy, who willingly laid downe their lives for that Cauſe, and 


Religion, which his Majeſty doth now maintaine ?: and for us t9 
fey,that if they had Lived 1n theſe io peaal would bave fided with 
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us,is a ſpeech as full of arrogancie,as ignorance,and expreſly againſt 
all their ations ; and how'many are there of their fucceflors, who, 
before this unhappy difference, were men famous in their gene- 
rations, and have now none other fault dut their conſtancy to their 
Religion, and their loyalty to their King ? ſhall we then juitifie our 
Caule,for that God hath gone along with our Armies ? 6 poore mij- 
ſerable creatures if we have no better then ſuch fig-leaves to co- 
ver our nakedaefſe ! Hecauſe God doth often bleſſe the adulterous 
ſeed, is he therefore either the cauſe, or lover of adultery ? jf we 
have nothing bat the power of the ſword for the juſtification of 
our Cauſe, by this title, the blaſphemies of Mahomer in the Alco- 
ran,and the dotages of the Poptſh ſuperſtitions in the Legend may 
lay claime to heaven as well as we : but what if God out of the 
heat of his wrathfall indignation towards us, have (as he uſeth to 
doe to thoſe whom he gives over to a reprovate ſence)givenusthe 
victory, thereby to obdurate us 1n our reveliion, that through pride 
of heart, and vaine conceit of a jult Cauſe, we might be made mere 
uncapable of repentance,and pardon ? It is true, that God hath had 
a controverſie with the Engliſh, and we for their finnes may be 
madetherod of Gods anger in puniſhing the King, and all his Roy- 
all party ; but we know not how ſoone for our owne finnes God 
may throw this rod into the fire, Perchance you will ſay, that the 
King in taking away the Churches Rights thould doe no more, 
then what he himſelfe mm part, and his Royall Predeceflors have 
formerly conſented unto :. but who knowes not, that his Majelty 
never willingly agreed to the abrogation of any of the Churches 
dues; and if his pious heart ſmite him for cutting off the lap of their 
S$Kirts, mult he be forced toſtrip them-as naked as the yong man that 
left his linnen garment behind him ? and who knows not that all 
thoſe Kings, who have been regardlefle of their Oathes in taking 
away the Churches Rights, have been purſued by the hand of Ju- 
{tice, ſo that there is not ſo mech as the name, or poſterity of any 
of them remaining ? and who knowes but that thoſe ats of im- 
pietic mag be amongſt thoſe crowdes of ſ{innes,which have cryed 
{olowd for judgement againſt theſe Kingdomes ? But ſhall we ſay 
that this Oath is an evill Oath, and ſo evill in the taking, and worſe 
in the keeping ? this ygere to calt dirg upon the face of the whole 
i COR- 
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conſtitution of that Church, dias of that kingdom which appoiu- 
ted the tenure of this Oath to his Majeſty. But wherm(Ipray you) 
doth the malignity of this Oath confiſt?ſuppoſe that there were now 
a Parliament of Papiſts, who would take up araismder preterice of 
athorow Reformation,and of veting all Proteſtants that ſhould fide 
with the King, as evill Counſellers, and of fetching the King trons 
them to his great Councell, ſhould net we that-are Proteſtants ſtand 
up1n his Majeſties juſtification ? ſhould not. we abominate the vio« 
lating of theſe lawes of God, of nature, and of the Kingdome, un- 
der the pretence of the power of the great CounceNl, as Jdluiticall 
impoltures ? is it unlawtull for the King to breake his Oath for any 
Votes,Orders,or Ordinances of Popiſh Parliaments and ſhall Pro- 
teſtants now doe that which they ſo much deteſt in Papilts ? but if 
there be any that will plead for Baal let thenyſtand up, and produce 
their ſtrong reaſons, let the caſe be truly ſtated to the Aſſembly of 
Divines, and itthey have any new DircRories for the regulating 
of the Kings conſcience againſt his Oath, as well as for thruſt- 
ing the Apoſtles Creed out of the Church,let them be publiſhed to 
the world, that all Chriſtians may judge how Orthodoxe they are. 
Firſt let them reſolve whether or no the King (riotwithſtanding 
the taking of this oath)be bound to take away the-Churches rights? 
and whether or no( like ſo many Popes ) they or the Houſes have 
power to diſpenſe with Oaths, and to nullifie them at their plea- 
lzre. Secondly, if the King willnot bend his conſcienee to ve war- 
ped into Perjury, by the ſcorching heatof theit zeale, whether or 
no it be Jawfull for the SubjeQs toraiſe a Militia, and to call us 1n to 
their azde to force the King thereunto, and whether or no it be re- 
bellion ſo todo? T hirdly, where the King is prirſued decaule he 
will not commit Perjury, whether or no the Subzeas by that ac- 
compt which they are to give to God,by the duty which they owe 
to the King, and by the Oaths of Allegeance which they have ta- 
ken, benot bound to ſtand up in his Majeſties aide, for the vindica- 
tion of his Majeſties honour, and conſcience ? Foutthlly, where the 
Subjects do npon theſe grounds engage themſelvesin his Majclties 
ſervice , Whether or no it beaceording to the rules of Religion, or 
Jultice,to vote,or publiſh them to be ememiesto God, and all God- 
unefle, Papilts, popiſhly affe&ed, Traitors tothe King, enemies to 

B 2 - their 


| T1 ; 
their Country, diſturbers of the. =" and ſuch like ? Fif:hly,whe- 
ther or no all thoſe Clergy-men that have taken the Oathes of Cz» 
nonicall obedience, and to maintaine the diſcipline, and govern. 
_ 'ment. of the-Church ; all thoſe of the Laity that have taken the 
Oathes of Offices, of truſts aad of allegeance, can juſtitic the viola- 
tion of- thole Oathes, to comply with the two Houſes, in forcing 
his Majeſty to violate this? Sixthly, whether or no all the laws of 
God, and man, which juſtifie, and vindicate the Kings Rights, and 
conſcience, are to be eſteemed as void and null in Law ; And whe- 
ther or no all the bloud ſhed in this molt horrid and unanaturall war 
ſhall be imputed toe them, who ſeeke to vindicate his Majeſtics 
honour, and conſcience, or to thoſe, who (under pretence of a tho- 
row Reformation, and of fighting againlt evill Counſellors) give 
the King ſo many battells,and turne theſe Kingdomes 1nto fo many 
Acheldama's, filing them not only ( as Mares did Jeruſalem ) 
with bloud from one end to the other, but alſo with ſo many Per- 
juries, Sacrileges, and horrid Blaſphemies ? Tt the Aflembly of Di- 
vines be aſhamed to own theſe accurſed impieties, why ſhould not 
we be aſhamedto defend thoſe things by our Swords, which they 
are aſhamed to juſtifie with their Pens ? I thinke impiety is not yet 
grown. to that height of impudency, that any man dare diſpute 
thele queſijons, in the difcuiling whereof it will appear, that, if all 
the Precepts of Divinity were taken out of the Word of God, all 
the dictates of reaſon blotted out of the Book of rature, and all the 
maximes {punged out of the Lawes and Statutes of this Kingdome, 
which have been violated inthe juſtification of this War againſt 
the King, there would be neither Scripture, Reaſon, nor Law left 
us how to walk as Chriſtians, Men, or Subjeas : but if there be any 
whoſe deſperate condition hath ſold him (like Ahab ro work wic- 
kednefle before the Lord,and to plead for the violation of the Kings 
Oath,that were not only to ſharpen the Tongues and Pens of men, 
but even the Arrowes of Gods judgements againſt us,and our cauſe, 
and to make the enemies of God to blaſpheme Religion, yea to ex- 
poſe our {clves, our Kingdoms, our Religion, and all that we have, 
to the coptempt and ſcorn of all nations, and Religions whatſoever. 
What Kingdem can withfafety, center jato a League, or contede- 
racy with our King ; what forrejga Natzon can withfecurity relie 
| upon 
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apon the honeſty of our Merchants ; what Religion will not feare © 
to hold Communion with ſuch a Religion, or Nation, whoſe Prin» 
ciples, cither in Religion, or State, maintaine, that the SubjeRs 
may. take up armes to force the King contrary tv his Oath, yea his 
Coronation- Oath ? how often have our Palpits rang, that faith js 
tobe kept with Hereticks, and ſhall now the SubjeRs take up arms 
to forcethe King to Perjury ? Lord, what (hall 1 tay ? Is the Coun» 
cell of Trent now removed into Hexry the Sevenths Chappell ? Is 
the Popes Chaire at Rowe Changed into the Speakers Chaire at 
Weftminſter > muſt our new reformed Religion be founded upon 
the foure corner ſtones of Blaiphemy, Perjury, Sacrilege, and Re- 
bellion? and ſhall we temper the morter thereof with the bloud,and 
teares of his Majeltics loyall people, of our feliow Subjects, of our 
Brethren, and of thoſe, who live, and dye in the tame faith of 
Chrilt with our ſelves ? | tremble to thinke what the cvent of theſe 
things may ve;though we have hitherto c{cav»ed rhe tword, I pray 
God that a Serpent out of the wall doe not bite us : If it were taken 
ſo ill that the late Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and ſume other 
Count-llors of State ſhould alter tne Kings Oath jn ſome circum» 
ſtances {the ſubſtance of the Oar h li1ll remaining ) how 1ll will it be 


«taken that we ſhould rife in armes to force the Kings conſcience a- 


gain!t this Oath ? but admitting it bad been but a private Oath,nay 
if x wicked Oath, and kis Majelties confcience had led him to take 
and defend the ſame, what Dottrine 15 there in the Scripture that 


*inables the ſubjeRts to riſe in revellion againlt him for it ? we may 


now ſec the Sczne of the Churches (tage ftrangely altered ; the 
Church, and true Religion formerly tuffered pertecution by the ty- 
ranny of Kings;but now Kings{yea pious Kings )lutfer perſecution 
by the tyranny of Religioa: theſe thefe and ſuch like arguments are 
thoſe rocks upon which the Royall party hath built their judge= 
ment ; who, although they be overcome by the ſword, are not yet 
vanquiſhed in their caule ; for whichthey make their a-pealesto 
heaven,and call God and rznto witneſle their innocency,rejoycing 
in nothing more, then that there will be & day of Judgement, when 
the righteous, and 1mpartiall Jud.;ze (hall judge both them, and us 
according to the juſtice and innocency of the cauſe : inthe meane 
time, now that God hath done with them, who knowes how loone 
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he may begin with us, and call us to an accompt ? Let us therefore 
baſten on the peace,thereby to prevent thoſe clouds of bloud, which 
threaten todiflolve themſelves upon us in fire, and halle-ſtones ; let 
us lay the foundation thereof in heaven, by rooting out thoſe ac- 
curled doArines of ſ{edition, which have watered our furrowes 
with ſo much bloud ; let us by a generall Councell choſen out of all 
the Provinces within his Majeſtics dominions,according to the an- 
cient,and known Laws of thez ſeverall Kingdomesreſtore religion 
to its purity of doArine, & the Church to its unity ef diſcipline: but 
for us to thinke of a Reformation by faRion, and rebelkon, and 
to talke of Religion whilſt we hold up our ſwords to force the 
Kings conſcience to perJury,is toblaſpheme, not to maintaine Re- 
ligion ; and yet, as one abſurdity opens the doore to a thouſand 
more, ahd one finne makes way for another, I have heard ſome of 
our leven, (finding that they have done what they could by the 
{word, and all tono purpoſe) thinke to cover the ſhame of this te- 
nent with a worſe ; and (as David thought to cover his adaltery 
by murder,) fo theſe would cover their murder by adulterating the 
Church of God, and would cloake the forcing ofthe Kings conſci- 
ence by armes, with proceeding againlt him by Eccleſtaſticall cen- 
{ure ; but was ever any hereticke 1o blaſphemouſly 1impudent, as to 
talke of a rradatry Satane againlt their King, becauſe he will not 
perjure himſelte to commit facrilege and Apoſtacy : this were to 
deliver our {elves not the King to Satan, and to burne ourſelves in . 
hell for thus blaſpheming God, and the King, whilſt his Majeſty 
fignes his Halelujahs in heaven; the curſe cauſelefle ſhall not come, 
and the arrowes that we ſhall ſhoot againſt him will fall upon our 
own heads: this was not it for which his Majelty put himſelfe 
upon our loyalty : If the King would have been forced agaialt his 
conſcience, hee needed not to have hazarded either his life, or 
Crowne, or to have committed himfelfe to our truſt, he could have 
forlworne himſelfe without our eounſell, or compulſion; let us take 
*&that we make not a prey of that deere, which flyes to us for 
:our from the Hunts-mans hounds. Let us poure balm into the 

1d of the three Kingdoms,by vindicating his Majeſtzes honour, 
\nſcience, and by reſtoring the King, his Royall Conſort, the 

the Church, and the other ſubjeRsto their layyfull Rights; 


(15) 

ſo ſhall we by giving unto Ceſar hin that are Ceſars,and unto 
God the things that are Gods, truly make a covenant with heaven 
by our Religion,and Juſtice ; and we may make up all the breaches 
of difſention by an happy unjon ; God may be pacified towards us ; 
we may prevent the plots of future deſignes ; obtaine honour with 
all Chriſtzan Princes ; and be reſtored to our owne homes, with 
the plentifull reward of Religion, Juſtice, and Lojalty. 


